
 

CITY OF VERGENNES, VERMONT 
SPECIAL MEETING of the CITY COUNCIL 

January 5, 2021 
Meeting Held Remotely via Zoom  

Minutes  
 

1. Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, Amendments to Agenda.  

Attendance:  

o Mayor Lynn Donnelly  
o Alderman David Austin  
o Alderman Dickie Austin 
o Alderman Lowell Bertrand  
o Alderman Mel Hawley  
o Alderman Ian Huizenga  
o Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon 
o Interim City Manager, Renny Perry  
o City Clerk, Britney Aube  

o Ron Redmond  
o David Small  
o Nial Rele  
o Abigail Blum  
o Zoe Kaslow  
o Darren Donovan 
o Mark Koenig   
o Sarah Stroup 

  
Mayor Lynn Donnelly called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. Mayor Lynn Donnelly then asked 
the Council if they had any changes to the agenda.  
 
Alderman Mel Hawley suggested that agenda item #2 “Appointment of City Manager” be 

revised to: “Appointment of City Manager, Collector of Delinquent Taxes, Tree Warden, and 

recommendation as Health Officer.”  

Motion made by Alderman David Austin, seconded by Alderman Mel Hawley to amend the 

agenda to include a discussion regarding the open elected positions document.  VOTE – All 

members voted in favor.   

2. Business:  

a. Appointment of City Manager, Collector of Delinquent Taxes, Tree Warden, and 
recommendation as Health Officer.  
Motion made by Alderman Mel Hawley, seconded by Alderman David Austin, to appoint 
Ron Redmond as the City Manager, Collector of Delinquent Taxes, Tree Warden, and 
recommendation as Health Officer, effective January 18, 2021, and to authorize the Mayor 
to sign the employment contract on behalf of the City Council.  Vote – All members voted in 
favor.   

 
 Mayor Lynn Donnelly welcomed Ron Redmond to the City of Vergennes.  

b. Discussion regarding open positions for the Annual City Warning.  
Alderman David Austin explained that the Council needed to make a decision regarding how 
many Alderman positions to advertise for the 2021 Annual City Meeting. Alderman David 
Austin explained that the decision on which vacancies to post would affect whether Mayor 
Lynn Donnelly would be able to return to her remaining Alderman term.  
 



 

Mayor Lynn Donnelly stated that she has no intention of running for Mayor in March of 

2021. Mayor Lynn Donnelly explained that the question in front of the Council was whether 

she should be able to return to the remainder of her Alderman term, or if because she was 

forced to take Jeff Fritz’s place as Mayor, that she lost the second year of her Alderman 

term.  Mayor Lynn Donnelly stated that she had contacted the Vermont Secretary of State’s 

Office to discuss the term issue but had not yet received a call back.  

Alderman David Austin explained that the City’s Charter does not contain any specific 

language that states that a Senior Alderman who assumes the duties of the Mayor forfeits 

the remainder of their Alderman term. Alderman David Austin explained that the lack of 

language in the City Charter regarding the forfeiture of any remaining Alderman term made 

it clear, in his opinion, that Mayor Lynn Donnelly should be allowed to return to serve the 

remainder of her Alderman term.  Alderman David Austin explained that although there had 

been precedent set by situations is the past where the Senior Alderman had to assume the 

duties of Mayor and did not return to fulfill their remaining Alderman term, that precedent 

should not be used when the language in the Charter is clear.  

Alderman Mel Hawley explained that the Charter states that the Senior Alderman assumes 

the duties of the Mayor, it does not say they become the Mayor. Alderman Mel Hawley 

referred to City Charter Section 15 – 6 of the Vergennes Charter.  

Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon read a portion of Section 15-6 of the City Charter and 

explained that in her view, the Charter also did not explicitly say that a Senior Alderman 

assuming the role as Mayor has the right to return to the remaining term. Alderwoman Jill 

Murray-Killon stated that the Charter is grey under both circumstances.  

Alderman Dickie Austin stated that it was his understanding that he, Ian, Jill, and Mel filled 

the terms of the four Alderman positions, including Lynn Donnelly’s remaining Alderman 

term. Alderman Dickie Austin reminded the Council that the Special Election was warned 

and ran uncontested. Alderman Dickie Austin stated that this issue would have had to been 

brought up before the new members had been seated on the Council. Alderman Dickie 

Austin explained that the Charter does set a clear election schedule, the Mayor and three 

Alderman for odd years and three Alderman on even years. Allowing Lynn Donnelly to 

return to her Alderman seat would be in direct violation of the election schedule by virtue of 

having four Alderman seats elected in an even year. Alderman Dickie Austin explained that 

although the Charter is vague about a Senior Alderman returning to an Alderman term, it is 

very clear that the Charter dictates an election schedule. Alderman Dickie Austin stated that 

there was also a precedent that has been set before.  Alderman Dickie Austin stated that the 

public nor the people running for the four Alderman seats were aware that Mayor Lynn 

Donnelly would be returning to her Alderman term. Alderman Dickie Austin stated that 

Mayor Lynn Donnelly would have to run in March to be elected to an Alderman position.  

Alderwoman Jill Murray- Killion stated that she agreed with Alderman Dickie Austin and 

believes that it was the expectation of the community that Mayor Lynn Donnelly’s 

remaining term was being filled in the September Special Election.  



 

Alderman Mel Hawley stated that he believed that Mayor Lynn Donnelly should be allowed 

to return to her Alderman term and that it was his belief that the Special Election was 

warned in error. Alderman Mel Hawley stated that to get back on the election schedule set 

by the Charter, in 2022 there would need to be three Alderman for two-year terms and one 

Alderman for a one-year term.  

Zoe Kaslow addressed the Council and asked Mayor Lynn Donnelly if she had reached out to 

the Vermont League of Cities and Towns to get an opinion. Zoe Kaslow stated that she 

believes that additional information should be gathered before a decision is made.  

Mayor Lynn Donnelly explained that she had left a message with the Secretary of State’s 

Office but had not yet contacted the Vermont League of Cities and Towns. Mayor Lynn 

Donnelly explained that she was not aware that there were any questions about her 

returning for the remainder of Alderman term and that she had assumed that she would be 

returning to that term in March. Mayor Lynn Donnelly stated that it only makes sense for 

her to return to serve the remainder of her remaining term, which was the will of the 

Vergennes voters who elected her to the Council for a two-year Alderman term.  

Alderman Mel Hawley suggested that if there is a City Council member and a second that 

wants to make a motion that Mayor Lynn Donnelly is not entitled to return to and finish out 

the second year of her two-year elected term, that they make that motion.  

Motion made by Alderman Ian Huizenga, seconded by Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon to 

make the determination that Mayor Lynn Donnelly is not entitled to return to and finish out 

the second year of her two-year elected Alderman term. 

Alderman Dickie Austin stated that he believes that a motion should not be made to take 

away the remaining term, rather it should be made stating that the Council is deciding to 

follow the City Charter which, is grey regarding the ability to return to an Alderman term but 

is very clear about the election cycle. Alderman Dickie Austin stated that opposition to the 

Special Election terms should have been contested before the September Special Election. 

Alderman Dickie Austin stated that the Charter needs to be amended for clarity, which is 

something the Council should prioritize.  

Mayor Lynn Donnelly reminded the Council that the Special Election was uncharted territory 

and there was no Council at the time to make decisions.  

Alderman Mel Hawley explained that the election cycle in the Charter can be affected if an 

Alderman resigns in the first year of their term, because a new person is appointed only 

until the next election. Alderman Mel Hawley explained that this means you are electing 

more officials than what the Charter prescribes. Mel Hawley stated that there are 

circumstances where the Charter election cycle will not always be in sync.  

Jill Murray-Killon stated that she agrees with Alderman Dickie Austin and reiterated that any 

concern over the terms should have been explored prior to the Special Election.  

Alderman David Austin stated that the Charter clearly does not say that a Senior Alderman 

as Mayor is not allowed to complete their remaining Alderman term. 



 

 Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon reiterated that the Charter also does not specifically say that 

a Senior Alderman acting as Mayor gets to return to their remaining Alderman term. 

Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon explained that when something is grey, you look to 

precedent, and the precedent has been set that a Senior Alderman forfeits any remaining 

Alderman term when they become Mayor. Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon noted that there 

were at least two cases of precedent, including when Interim Manager City Manager Renny 

Perry became Mayor after Mike Daniels resigned.  

Alderman Mel Hawley asked Mayor Lynn Donnelly if she signed a new Oath of Office when 

she assumed the duties of Mayor. Mayor Lynn Donnelly stated that she does not remember 

signing an oath. Alderman Mel Hawley stated that Mayor Lynn Donnelly took an Oath of 

Office stating that she would serve the City as an Alderman for a two-year term.  

Alderman Dickie Austin stated that he would like an opinion from the Vermont League of 

Cities and Towns and perhaps legal guidance before acting on the motion.  

Mayor Lynn Donnelly called a question on the motion. VOTE – 3 in favor (Alderman Dickie 

Austin, Alderman Ian Huizenga, Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon); 4 opposed (Mayor Lynn 

Donnelly, Alderman David Austin, Alderman Lowell Bertrand, and Alderman Mel Hawley).  

Mayor Lynn Donnelly decided to vote to break the tie. The motion fails.  

David Small questioned Mayor Lynn Donnelly about her decision to vote on the motion 

rather than recuse herself.  Mayor Lynn Donnelly stated that Robert’s Rules of Order allows 

the Mayor to vote to break a tie.  

Several members of the public voiced concern about whether the Council should have acted 

on the question regarding Mayor Lynn Donnelly’s term since it was not explicitly listed on 

the agenda as a topic of discussion. Darren Donovan questioned the transparency of the 

Council’s action.  

Mayor Lynn Donnelly stated that she would talk with the Vermont Secretary of State’s Office 

and with the Vermont League of Cities and Towns.   

Motion by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman 

Dickie Austin to adjourn the meeting. VOTE – All member voted in favor.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7: 15 p.m.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by,  
Britney Aube, Vergennes City Clerk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


